What Happened to the Super Thunderbolt “D”s?

By Alan Akerstrom 6/19/08

People from southern Canada to southern New Jersey have asked me what’s going on with this. The information needs to be put out there for the benefit of all concerned.

For those who do not know this, the Mercury Superthunderbolt D became an APBA legal D motor on November 1st, 2006. These compete against the Mercury 44xs, the Bass Tohatsu, and the other approved D motors. (55H, and the 402xs). Superthunderbolt D motors must use the magneto ignition. 

In the fall of 2007, I initiated a set of Super Thunderbolt D rule updates which clarified a couple of items and would allow more combinations of Mercury engine parts to be used as a Superthunderbolt.  The intent was to both clarify the rules and allow more motors to be put together and raced in the D classes. After several iterations using input from several people knowledgeable about the older Mercury 44 cubic inch motors, I then submitted this set of rule change proposals to the APBA SORC (Stock Outboard Racing Commission).  I asked this to be put on the agenda for discussion and a vote before the SORC at the annual meeting in Detroit this past spring (January 31st to February 2nd  2008). This was granted. I made the trip out to Detroit and presented the entire proposal to the SORC. This presentation to the SORC and everyone else in the audience included the use of the hotels overhead projector to go over all the text in detail, and (2) different types of 44 cubic inch cylinder blocks I brought out to Detroit to use as visual aides. I explained all about the differences between the model year 1965 and later offset spark plug 44 block and the 1964 and earlier center spark plug blocks. Also explained were exhaust splitters, exhaust tuners, water inlets, water outlets, etc…I also brought along around a dozen letters and e-mails of support for this proposal from various people and read aloud to the SORC some of these.

Immediately after my presentation, after fielding several questions from SORC members, the resulting SORC vote on this rules change proposal was a unanimous approval! 

At the following days SORC meeting, I asked for a motion for a vote that the SuperThunderbolt rule changes become effective for the 2008 season. This was so moved, then seconded and the resulting vote was also unanimously approved.

So far, so good – At least we thought…

At the March 4th APBA Board of Directors meeting, board members voted to accept the new Super Thunderbolt rules so approved by the SORC with 3 exceptions. Board members “deferred” 3 rules regarding exhaust splitters and tuners, citing inspectability in the follow-up e-mails as the reason. The Board said they would work with the SORC chairman to resolve this issue and to report back with some updated wording within 30 days.

Note: Up to this point, none of this is my opinion, it is all shown in the SORC annual meeting minutes and the March 4th BOD meeting minutes on the APBA website.

Working with the APBA Stock Outboarding Merc tech committee chair Dave Scott, we generated 2 more pages of specifications that itemized which blocks came with exhaust tuners and other information. This additional material was then submitted to the SORC members for approval still in the month of March, 2008. I saw a couple of e-mails from SORC members that they approved the additional information. 

Again, so far- so good. Not quite.

May 17th, 2008 At the Standish, Maine races SORC chairman Scott Reed informed me that the APBA board of directors did not approve the 3 deferred SuperThunderbolt rules updates because it’s too late. 

Unless I’m mistaken, as of June 19, 2008 there still is not a 2008 Stock Outboard Inspection Manual published.

What it means:

If this holds up, the APBA Board of Directors has shut down SuperThunderbolt D racing at least in the northeast where the drivers are preferring the 1965 and later blocks. These blocks came with exhaust splitters, which are also part of the cooling system. These need to be in there to run the motor. Some combinations of Superthunderbolt motors and allowed towers need to use the fishing motor exhaust tuners.

Because of this, here’s where it stands:

A) There are at least 5 Superthunderbolt D motors and hydros now in the northeast U.S. plus 1 being put together on Long Island, and 2 more being put together in New Jersey. Out of the 5 known already together, 4 are not legal including my own. To find this out this far into the season is ridiculous, unreasonable, and yes, disgusting.

B) Even though the SuperThunderbolt rules now clearly allow the use of any year Mercury 44 cube cylinder block, only the ones made before 1964 can be used because they don’t use the exhaust splitter. Oh, and the 44xs towers that just got approved for use in SuperThunderbolt? They only fit the 1965 and later blocks.

C) Want to use the approved 35ss/402xs exhaust housing with your SuperThunderbolt? Can’t because these fit the 1965 and later blocks plus the exhaust splitter plate and also use the stock exhaust tuner to get the cooling water into the engine.

D) Thinking of using a Bass tower and foot with your 1965 or later Superthunderbolt block? Illegal on 2 counts. Both the splitter and tuner.

If true, then to put it mildly, this action by the APBA Board of directors is a big step backwards in promoting the sport of stock outboard racing The APBA Board of Directors will have changed a freshly sorted out and expanded set of SuperThunderbolt rules into a conflicting mess which has eliminated several D hydro drivers from racing. 
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